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NELA was founded August 1998. Each year there NELA blev stiftet i august 1998. Der arrangeres
will be a theological symposium in teologisk symposium hvert &r i august/september.
August/September.

_ Grundlag for Nordeuropzeisk
The Foundations of the North Lutherakademi
European Luther Academy

Medlemmerne af NELAs bestyrelse forpligter sig
The members of the board of NELA commit pa felgende grundlaeggende udsagn:

themselves to following statements of foundations: Med Den hellige Skrift som grundlag og i troskab

Our mission is, on the foundation of The Holy mod Den Evangelisk-Lutherske Bekendelse
Scripture and in faithfulness to the Evangelical- (Konkordiebogen) er det vores mission at foretage
Lutheran confession (The Book of Concord), to dynamisk teologisk forskning og undervisning for

pursue dynamic theological research and education, | at genopdage rigdommen i vore kirkers teologiske
that rediscovers treasures in the theological heritage | arv og lade de bibelske sandheder made

of our Churches and confronts the biblical truths with | nutidens spgrgsmal.

today's questions.

_ 1) Angaende Guds ord og dets
1) Concerning the Word of God and | g, toritet

its aUthorlty Vi tror — i overensstemmelse med Den Lutherske
We believe according to the Lutheran confession that | Bekendelse — at Guds ord i de profetiske og

the Word of God in the prophetic and apostolic apostolske Skifter (Bibelen) er eneste og
Scriptures is the only and the absolute authority for absolutte autoritet for Kristi kirke pa jord.

Christ's Church on earth. Vi tror, at apostlenes og profeterne ord samtidig
We believe that the words of the apostles and the er Guds eget ord, givet til dem ved Helliganden.
prophets at the same time also are the words of God | Denne proces kaldes "inspiration” (2 Timoteus-
himself, given them by the Holy Spirit. This process is | brev 3,16) og adskiller Den hellige Skrift fra alle

called "inspiration” (2 Tim 3:16) and it makes Holy andre skrifter, eftersom den treenige Gud aben-
Scripture different from all other writings, since the barer sig selv i og gennem disse ord.
triune God reveals himself in and through these

Vi bekraefter, at Den hellige Skrift taler klart og
entydigt i alt, hvad vi behgver at vide for at fa
We affirm that the Holy Scripture speaks clearly and | syndernes forladelse og evigt liv og salighed. At
univocal in everything that we need to know in order | pasta, at Den hellige Skrift er uklar, svarer til at

words.

to obtain the forgiveness of sins, life eternal and gare Kirken afheengig af andre autoriteter end
blessedness. To state that the Holy Scripture is Guds egen rgst i Hans ord, og derved vil frelse og
unclear, is equivalent to making the Church depen- salighed blive afheengig af mennesker i stedet for
dent upon other authorities than Gods own speaking | af Gud. Vi forkaster den tanke, at Skriften

in His word, and hence our salvation and blessed- indeholder uklarhed og selvmodsigelser i en

ness becomes dependent on men instead of on God. | sadan grad, at det skulle vaere umuligt med

We reject the thought that the Scripture contains vished at skelne mellem sandt og falskt, sandhed

such amount of unclarities and selfcontradictions that | og lagn.
it would be impossible with certainty to distinguish

between right and wrong, truth or lie. Eftersom Skriften er den eneste kilde og norm for

Kirke og tro, forkaster vi enhver autoritet, som

Since the Scripture is the only source and norm of ophgijer sig over Skriften. Ingen kirkelig instans
Church and faith, we reject every authority that exalt | kan med sin for-fortolkning med rette pasta at
itself above Scripture. No ecclesiastical preinterpre- "vide bedre” end apostlene og profeterne og
tative instance can justly state itself to "know better" saledes give nye tolkninger i strid med det

than the Apostles and the Prophets, and so give new | apostolske ord. Ingen lzere i kirken kan heller
interpretations contrary to the apostolic word. Nor is vaere underlagt nogen form for evolution/udvikling,

the teaching of the Church submitted to any law of som gar forstaelsen af Skriften afthaengig af
evolution, that makes the understanding of Scripture | "tidsandens” stramninger, som om "nye
dependent on the fluctuating streams of the "Zeit- erfaringer” kunne undertrykke apostolsk tro.

geist" so that "new experiences" could suppress

apostolic belief. | dag er der grund til at advare mod at skelne

mellem "centrale” og "ikke-centrale” sandheder i
Today there is reason to warn against the discern- Skriften pa en made, sa "mindre centrale
ment between "central" and "non-central” truths in sandheder” saettes ud af kraft. Kirken er bundet til
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the Scripture in such a way that "less central truths"
are put out of force. The Church is bound by the
authority of Christ and the apostles, also when they
speak about things that for us seem "less central".

The Holy Scripture and Christ belong together: The
person and work of Christ is the center of Scripture;
the Christ whom the Church worships, is the Christ of
Holy Scripture; The Holy Scripture is the Word of
God, which, read and preached, is the means by
which we come to believe in Christ.

The Lutheran principle "Sola scriptura" demands a
scholarly competent research of the Bible. We want
to pursue this in the context of the life and confession
of the church. We do not however believe that the
historical-critical method in its dependence upon
secular ideology is appropriate in the study of Holy
Scripture. It has rather showed itself to severely
damage the faith of many Christians.

2) Concerning some current issues

We reject the order of ordination of women to the
ministry of pastors and bishops. We do this not
because men and women are not equal - which the
Word of God clearly states that the two sexes are.
But the Word of God also teaches us that according
to the order of creation men and women are different,
because they are intended for different vocations and
ministries. Hence, according to Gods orders, the
office of the holy ministry is a vocation for men, wher-
eas women are called other tasks in the congregation
of God, such as deaconal charity, teaching of cate-
chism and administration. The new ordination of
women divides the Church and damages conscien-
ces, so that many limbs of the Body of Christ suffer.

Also according to the order of Gods creation men
and women are meant to live together in holy
matrimony, otherwise in sexual abstinence and
chastity. Homosexual activity is a serious sin, that
calls for special pastoral care for those who are
involved. When churches start to teach in another
way or even bless homosexual couples, that is a sign
of severe theological decay and of the activity of the
spirit of lawlessness. The Church is also in these
questions called to be salt and light in the world. The
church should point out that a Christian life and
family life in particular should be a model of lifestyle
in society in general.

3) Concerning ecumenism

We commit ourselves to search a consensus with
each other concerning current ecumenical dialogues.
In ecumenical matters we affirm that unity in doctrine
always must be prior to practical manifestations of
unity. We are specially prepared to defend those
tenets of the faith of the universal church that we
believe have come to its clearest expression in our
Lutheran tradition.

Kristi og apostlenes autoritet, ogsa nar de taler
om ting, der for os ser ud til at veere "mindre
centrale”.

Den hellige Skrift og Kristus hgrer sammen: Kristi
person og gerning er centrum i Skriften; den
Kristus, som Kirken tilbeder, er Den hellige Skrifts
Kristus; Den hellige Skrift er Guds ord, som — lzest
og forkyndt — er det middel, hvorved vi kommer til
tro pa Kristus.

Det lutherske princip "ved Skriften alene” ("Sola
Scriptura”) kraever en kompetent videnskabelig
forskning af Bibelen. Vi gnsker at forfglge en
sadan forskning med Kirkens liv og bekendelse
som kontekst. Vi anser ikke "den historisk-kritiske
metode” med dens afheengighed af sekuleere
ideologier for vaere brugbar i studiet af Den hellige
Skrift. Den har snarere vist sig at volde alvorlig
skade pa mange kristnes tro.

2) Angaende aktuelle spargsmal

Vi afviser ordination af kvinder til tieneste som
preester og biskopper. Vi gar det ikke, fordi maend
og kvinder ikke er lige — hvilket de Guds ord klart
siger, at de to ken er. Men Guds ord laerer ogs3,
at meend og kvinder ifglge skabelsesordningen er
forskellige, fordi de er skabt til forskellige kald og
tienester. Derfor er praedikeembedet i overens-
stemmelse med Guds ordning et kald for maend,
mens kvinder er kaldet til andre opgaver i Guds
menighed sasom diakonal omsorg, katekisme-
undervisning og administration. Den nye indfgrel-
se af ordination af kvinder deler Kirken og skader
samvittighederne, s& mange lemmer i Kristi
legeme lider derunder.

Ifelge Guds skabelsesordning er mand og kvinde
skabt til at leve sammen i det hellige aegteskab og
ellers leve i seksuel afholdenhed. Homoseksuel
adfaerd er en alvorlig synd, som kalder pa seerlig
pastoral omsorg for dem, som er involveret deri.
Nar kirker begynder at laere anderledes herom og
ligefrem velsigner homoseksuelle par, er det et
tegn pa teologisk forfald og at man drives af
lovigshedens and. Kirken kaldes i sddanne
spargsmal til at veere salt og lys i verden. Kirken
skal vejlede i, at et kristent liv og i seerlig grad
kristent familieliv pa en saerlig made skal veere en
model for samfundets livsstil.

3) Angaende gkumenisme

Vi forpligter os selv pa at streebe efter indbyrdes
enighed i den pagaende gkumeniske samtale. |
gkumeniske spargsmal bekraefter vi, at enhed i
leeren altid skal vaere forudseetningen for
manifestation af enhed. Vi er saerligt forberedte pa
at forsvare den ene kristne kirkes trosbekendelse,
som vi tror har faet sit klareste udtryk i vor
lutherske tradition.
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